20,000 CARLOADS
OF FISH SHIPPED

BY OKFECHOBEE|

This Year’s Catches Netted
Four Houses There
$600,000.

A COMING SECTION

Onc-Time Everglades Now
Thriving Industrial
Center.

BY GEORGE L. BRADLEY,
News Editor of The Herald.
opyright, 1922, Miami Herald.
OKLEGIOBEE, May 26.—A very few
3ears ago this rection of the state ‘was
part of a vast neglected empire of
swampland-of no use to man whatever.
Conquered now and harnessed, thousands
of acres of it arc under cultivation; in-
dustries are springing up and before
many more years it promises to be serv-
ing the whole country with foodstuffs.
The same persistent spirit that has been

for the rap
and building up of other parts of Florida
is deeply rooted here among its people,
und their progress cannot be impeded.

Headquarters for Region.

The country surrounding Okeechobee
and the lake is alive with those who have
realized and demonstrated the possibili-
ties that lie here, This city, at the
upper end of Lske Okeechobee, is the
natural headquarters for the region. It
is the shipping pcint of a great fishing
industry that supplies the inland now
with ﬁvc to six million pounds of fish

Four large ranches on which
mnmu earl of cattle and 4,000 sheep are
grazing are located to the north and
west. Down the zoutheastern shore of
the lake in the Pahokee region there
are truck farms that roise everything
from beans 1o bananas and ship from
Montreal to California. Then, to the
north and east of here, there are three
large turpentine camps that ship tur-
pentine and rosin by the carload.

Just one thing stands in the way of
unlimited development right now—the
need of better transportation—and it is
believed that this will be overcome
shortly, The most urgent need is for a
milmxd that will penetrate the heart of
t the Dmpoud Miami-Okee-
cl wbrs bnnch will fill i
The Fish “Got “ se.”

The extent of the fishing industry is
indeed amazing. During the season that
closed May 1 more than 20,000 carloads
of catfish were shipped. The reason
there were nct 30,000 carloads was be-
cause more fish refused to be cavght.
So the fishermen called it only sn or-
dinary season, The demand was there
and 5o werc the fish, but capturing them
was another thing. Some of the fish-
crmen will tell you that fish have al-
most human intelligence: that when they
see a seine the, siraight for tho
efs, where there’s no catching
them. Others tay they scoot for the
xrass or hide in the canals. In [act,
there are & score of reasons why more
fish weten’t hauled out of the lake this
year, and the main one is that they just
didn't land in the nets. Cats are the
principal food fish taken. A few bass,
bream and croppie get mixed up in
every boat load, and £o they are dressed,
mmply because they were unfortunate
enough to get tangled up with the reg-
ular prey.

X Four Tisheries in City.

Four fish houses operate in Okec-
chobee. They are: the United Fisheries,
a local concern, of which B. A. Howard
is president, snd C. R. Booth secretary
and treasurer and general manager; the
erglades, also Jocal, of which J, B.
d ent and mlluz!r. and in
which J. L. o § rove are
interested: llon.h s, 3 nnlnmnl house,
whicll_operates in other parts of the
country; and the Standard, with a
number of other houses.

This year's fish crop, it is estimated,
was worth $600,000 10 the dealers. For
the catching the hshrmcn rn:u\ml be-
tween §350,000 and_$400,

‘There are about 5
ing Lake Olwuhubte, nnd (hey requnu

{(Continued on, page 3)
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20,000 CARS OF FISH
FROM OKEECHOBEE

Continuel from Fage One.

about as many boats. The men live in
houscboats along the shore of the lake
allotted to them by the companies, Each
houseboat 13 assigned to one maz, wha
gathe n crew of fishermen to
fork for him, usually four besides him-
self. Scines n thousand yards long with

-inch mesh are used. Some of

hooks baited with shad chopped up into
small pieces. They regularly make large
hauls. Lake Okecchobee s G5 miles long
by 35 miles wide, and the whole of it
is worked t-month sca-
ton—September o May. The other four
Thonths, while the fish ‘are spawning. is
the cloed season by law.
Big Caiches Are Made.

The loke is shallow, but is so large
that the boats disappear from sight on
it. In stormy weather it becomes ex-
ceeding choppy, and a foreboding wind
or an ugly sky sends the men scurrying
to shore, for a stiff gale occasionally
tips over a boat or two far out.

it 2 mot every day that o boat Feturns
with & bottom {ull of fish, Large hauls
ore considered fishermen's luck, and
there may not be more than one or two
by each crew in one season, but a couple
of them put the men on casy street for
awhile. One of these biz calches may
be from 15,000 to 25000 pounds a haul.
The record catch in a seine is 33,000
pounds. Probably a scason’s record is
135,000 pounds, which was tucned in by
one fisherman

The pay of a fisherman is five conts a
pound {o the crew, or a cent a man
where there are five. At the fish houses
the boss fisherman Teceives seven cents,
and out of his two cents profit over all
(he also sets aside one cent a pound
of the five cents paid the erew) he pays

iis net, which he buys from the
fieh house for arpund $600. the gasoline
and oit and the maintenance of the boats
given him. In a good scason a fisher-
man will make on an average $200, with
the boss running a3 high somclimes as
$300 & mo;

ractieatly e only two points of ship:
ment from Okcechobee are St. Louis and
Kansas City. lec-nacked barrels go out
by the carlond by ireight and smaller
shipments by express. ~The shipments
are’ aufekly handled and go through in-
side a week.
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